
 
 

SUMMER 2022 

Painting Marathon – VIRTUAL  

Room with a View 

 
Instructor: Fran O’Neill 

Class Hours: 9am - 1pm ; 2pm - 6pm ET 

Dates: July 6 – July 19 (daily, excluding weekends) 
 

Course Description 

“Room with a View” – Participants will look for the possibility of landscape within their own surroundings. Depending on where 

you are in the world, it may be a view out of your window, or it could be that you are able to access landscapes that may be far 

reaching and wildly diverse: vista views of rolling hills; dense forests; backyards; close ups of shrubs and ‘tree portraits’, just to 

name a few. Equally the time of day and weather conditions can be just as extreme and different. This will enhance their own 

vision and allow them to explore what truly interests them and to consider variations in composition. Guidance will be given to 

ensure that students have appropriate view, with the hope that perhaps during some portion of the class, students may be 

able to work outside from direct observation. Participants will be challenged to explore image making, concentrating on 

composition, form, value and hue. During this rigorous class, students will explore color mixing and will be challenged to 

consider the metaphor of color, via the use of limited palettes. Highly individual critiques will take place, via zoom meetings 

with additional group critiques throughout the sessions to enable students to learn from one another and to increase their 

ability to read paintings. This Marathon course is designed for all wanting to invigorate their painting practice, break out of 

their comfort zone and expand their visual vocabulary. 

 
Course Outline 

Each day we will meet at 9am as a class via Zoom, setting the day’s expectations, the limited palette or composition idea. 

Students will work with varying limited palettes and size canvas’ exploring color mixing, finding and gathering a better 

understanding of color, the use of metaphor for the experience. Various strategies will be utilized to enhance and explore 

visual imagery. Each day, set times will be scheduled for the students to have individual feedback via online portals, along with 

times for group critiques. 

 
Learning Outcomes 

From a continued, consistent and committed practice on a daily basis of working from observation, students will increase their 

ability to handle paint, understand color, and find metaphors particular to them from their experience of looking. The ability 

to work outdoors in various conditions will be an added bonus. It is expected that each student will expand and broaden their 

vocabulary in terms of their ability to discuss and understand not only their own work, but that of other. 

 

Assessable Tasks 

Whilst it is suggested that students will produce up to 24 works during the two weeks, this number may vary from individual 

to individual depending upon the working pace of each individual and engagement of the projects. 

 
Evaluation and Grading 

MFA students participating in this course will receive grades. Grading is on a High Pass/Pass/Low Performance/Fail basis. To 

achieve a Pass grade, students must attend 80% of the classes, participate in critiques and be engaged in the course and be 

committed to the class. 



  
 

Readings and Resources 

A small “suggested only” reading list will be provided to all students on the first day. 
 

Materials and supplies 

Materials-**KEEP ALL RECEIPTS FOR MATERIALS** (Incase materials are not used, you may (depending upon store policies) be able 

to return items unused and in pristine condition). 

 
• Smartphone or camera for taking and uploading digital images. 

• A computer or smartphone with Internet access to allow you to connect to weekly meeting/class. 

 
Students have the option of working with either OIL or ACRYLIC PAINTS, depending on your set up. 

 
Paint (in order of placement around the palette):  

Flake White 

Titanium White 
Cadmium Yellow Medium Yellow Ochre 

Lemon Yellow 

Cadmium Red Light OR Medium Alizarin 

Crimson 

Quinacridone Magenta 

Caput Mortem Violet OR Indian Red Windsor Violet 

(W&N) (Dioxazine Violet) Ultramarine Blue 

Cobalt Blue Cerulean Blue 

Viridian 

Cadmium Green Deep Terre 

Verde 

Raw Umber Ivory 

Black Peach Black 

 

IF WORKING WITH OIL PAINT: 

- PLEASE ENSURE YOU HAVE A WELL VENTILATED SPACE. THIS IS CRUCIAL 

- ***Largest hand-held palette to be varnished w/ 2 coats shellac OR 6 coats linseed oil 

- ***Odorless Turpentine in sealable containers (You will need to store in either glass or metal containers (Anything 

made of plastic will dissolve due to the turpentine) 

 

- Baby oil for cleaning brushes 

 

IF WORKING WITH ACRYLIC PAINT: 

- variety of plastic containers for storing mixed paints 

- Plastic palette 

- Spray bottle with water (to keep paints from drying out) 

 

General supplies for ALL Students: 

- rags and/or paper towels 

- Brushes: a large selection of rounds from small sable to large house painting rounds 



 
Canvases –** all sizes are suggested ** 

● 6 small canvases – roughly 14” x 18” 

● 8 small canvases –roughly 18” x 24” range 

● 6 medium canvases – roughly 28” x 34” 

● 2 canvases – roughly 30” x 48” 

● 1 large canvas 

 
Canvases –** all sizes are suggested **, preference is given to working on canvas, as opposed to "paper sheets of 

canvas" << this will be discussed during the first lesson. 

 
Other 

• Drawing paper, pencils and charcoal 

• Jar with medium: 1/3 turpentine + 1/3 Dammar + 1/3 Linseed Oil 

• Jar with Turpenoid 

• Baby wipes for cleaning hands and palettes in the field 

• Plastic wrap for palette storage 

• Scissors 

• Rolls of paper towels and/or rags 
 

Optional 

• Watercolors, palette and paint tubes or pans, watercolor paper or block 

 
If you are able to work outside, please bring the following everyday: 

● Sun block 

● Large hat for shade 

● Large bottle of water, (Gatorade, can be good for hydration) 

● Extra warm clothes, incl. gloves, hand-warmers & hat 

● French easel (suggested) 

● drop cloth for protecting the ground 
 

School, Department & Class Policies 

Please refer to the Student Handbook for information regarding the School’s policies on academic integrity and 

plagiarism. All students must abide by the general health and safety regulations laid out in the Student 

Handbook, as well as any specific instructions given by the Instructor. 

 

NYSS Student Conduct for Virtual Learning 
In order to maintain a virtual space wherein participants feel at ease to share and learn openly with one another, 
the New York Studio School prohibits participants in virtual classes from recording, taking screenshots, or 
otherwise copying any portion of New York Studio School’s online courses. While participants are free to share 
images of their own coursework, sharing or posting images or recordings from a virtual class on social media is 
prohibited without the consent of the instructor, models, and students from class. Course content is solely for 
registered students of the class and cannot be shared with others. By participating in virtual courses, students are 
aware that the New York Studio School may record and archive Zoom meetings, Padlet pages, and other content 
from the course. 

 


