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SPRING 2022 
Thursday Evening Drawing – IN-PERSON 

 
Instructor:   Sam Levy   
Class Hours:   Thursdays, 6:30pm – 9:30pm 
Dates:    February 3 – April 14, 2022 
Contact Info:   slevy@nyss.org 
 
Course Description 
Drawing is the most direct means of describing what and how we see. In this course, we will explore drawing as a 
personal language that can be developed and expanded through the act of looking. Synonymous with thinking itself, 
drawing is critical to our awareness of how we experience the visual. Working from life, constructed setups and a model, 
students will develop meaningful imagery as a process of vision and construction. We will reflect upon our work in 
context to one another and past artists to develop our own conversation, pursuing ideas and building themes over the 
arc of the course. The structure of images and the issues of plastic, unified, relational drawing- location, divisions, scale, 
time, geometry, form and space will be explored in depth.  
 
Course Outline 
Each week students will draw from the model in a variety of short and/or long poses, in constructed setups. Classes will 
be guided by weekly objectives. Our work will vary in size from large to small and we will use a variety of mediums. 
Students should expect to have many drawings made by the end of the course. 
The course is comprehensive, classwork and discussion build upon one another, and students are expected to develop 
their personal visual language and articulate ideas of their own.  
Many Artists and artworks will be presented as examples and for discussion guiding the classwork. Weekly exhibition 
recommendations will be suggested and discussed. Readings will also be presented in class.  
 
Learning Outcomes  
The goal of the class is to learn how to construct unified, spatial imagery when working from life. Students will develop 
their ability to describe forms in space in relation to one another; and drawing as a process of intuition, looking, and 
formal problem-solving. Students will expand their resources and increase their knowledge of images and artists.  
 
Assessable Tasks  
Studio work and demonstration of visual concepts will be the bulk of assessment – Individual development, of visual 
language in formal and artistic terms, is the primary basis of assessment. 
Students are expected to participate in critiques and invited to share their ideas in discussions. Attendance is very 
important.  
 
Evaluation and Grading  
Grading for NYSS MFA candidates is on a High Pass/Pass/Low Performance/Fail basis.  To achieve a Pass grade, students 
must maintain attendance, participate in discussions, and demonstrate an overall engagement with material in drawing. 
 
Suggested Readings and Resources  
Giacometti, by Yves Bonnefoy 
Morandi edited by Maria Cristina Bandera and Renato Meracco 
Rembrandt, The Complete Etchings K.G. Boon 
Paul Cézanne: The Basel Sketchbooks, by Lawrence Gowing 
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George Seurat: The Drawings, by Jodi Hauptman 
Vincent Van Gogh: The Drawings, Colta Ives, Susan Alyson Stein, Sjaar van Heugten, and Marije Vellekoop 
Drawings of Rembrandt, Volumes 1&2, by Seymour Slive 
The Human Figure by Albrecht Dürer edited by Walter L. Strauss 
Bonnard, by Sarah Whitfield & John Elderfield 
The Search For The Real and Other Essays by Hans Hoffman 
The Painter’s Secret Geometry, by Charles Bouleau 
The Unpicturelikeness of Pollock, Soutine and Others, by Louis Finkelstein 
The Demands of Art, Max Raphael 
The Mythic Image by Joseph Campbell 
 
Materials and supplies 
The Instructor will communicate materials for class either by announcement or email.  
Students should always have basic drawing materials (vine charcoal / pencils / paper) and a sketchbook for class. 
Vine Charcoal, Soft (several boxes of large and medium sized sticks) 
Graphite Pencils: 4B,3B, 2B, B and a hand-held Pencil Sharpener 
red conté caryons 
Colored Pencils (in particular- an earth red, grey, and an earthy blue) 
Mars erasers 
Good Quality Paper is recommended (no Newsprint). Canson sheets (available in cheap rolls) are decent and cheap 18” x 
24” or larger, Stonehenge is a good quality, or something similar, Hot or Cold pressed 90lb 22” x 30” 
A sketchbook (100/gsm recommended- but any paper that you feel comfortable on/easy to carry around) 
A Chamois cloth (available for cheap at most hardware stores) 
A metal 15” – 36” ruler 
Ball point pens 
Sumi and walnut ink, quill pens and nibs 
Tacks and/or staple gun 
Artist or masking tape 
Scissors or Utility knife 
Black & White Acrylic Paint & Plastic gloves 
 
 
School, Department & Class Policies  
Please refer to the Student Handbook for information regarding the School’s policies on academic integrity and 
plagiarism.  All students must abide by the general health and safety regulations laid out in the Student Handbook and 
the School’s Covid-19 policies available on nyss.org, as well as any specific instructions given by the Instructor. Masks 
are required for all students and the model, no exceptions. Please no cell phones in class. 
 
 


