
 

 
 

Fall 2021  
Virtual Intersession Drawing Marathon 

From Figure to Story 
 

Instructor:   Torild Stray 
Class Hours:   9am-1pm ; 2pm-6pm ET 
Dates:    Thursday, November 11 – Monday, November 15th  
Contact Info:  torildstray@gmail.com 
 
Course Description 
This intensive Drawing Marathon will introduce new approaches to drawing and image-making, with the focus of 
merging the observed figure and personal story-telling. Participants will expand their pictorial language and develop a 
greater visual vocabulary through the creation of drawings from observation and through an investigation of the virtual 
figure / model in space combined with carefully considered studies in your own personal environment. Informed and 
inspired by figure compositions throughout art history and in contemporary work, we will expand this material into 
larger ambitious and rigorous compositions. Through specific exercises, intense looking, encouragement and critiques 
will we develop our own ways of working with the figure to tell our own stories through powerful drawings.  We will use 
perception to unlock the imagination as we explore the immediacy and power of drawing and synthesize disparate 
elements into new works.  
 
Course Outline  
There will be daily group critiques, student presentations, and an ongoing dialogue between the Instructor and 
participants. We will begin each day with an intensive virtual model session, with the various models in their own 
domestic setting. We will focus on the figure in space: scale, placement, composition, structure, negative / positive form. 
We will seek to understand: how does one perceive the figure in a setting and what information should one seek when 
starting a drawing? Exercises will vary in duration and focus. Participants will gather personal imagery by making 
drawings in their respective environments and immediate surroundings. Figure studies will be combined with site 
specific drawings to create larger, more ambitious works. Use of multiple figures will be explored in both charcoal and 
acrylic in order to understand the limits and benefits of both. Figurative compositions from throughout art history will be 
viewed and discussed throughout, using Padlet as our virtual “studio wall”. We will work additively and subtractively in 
pursuit of the strongest images and push past the boundaries of where our work feels ‘comfortable’ in order to create 
new works that synthesize and coalesce to tell powerful stories.  
 
Materials and supplies 

- Drawing paper  2 large sheets minimum (!) 4 ft. x 4 ft. / 1.20 m x 1.20 m or roll Arches/ Fabriano or similar 185 gram/ 90 
lb. or heavier, 3 sheets approximate size 22 in x 30 in  / 56 cm x 76 cm (or cut to size from a roll) 

- Drawing pad 9 x 12 in / 22.9 cm x 30.5 cm, any brand but paper that has some tooth, not thin sketching paper. 

- Drawing board & 1-2 clips 

- Sketchbook / notes / class journal, I suggest Blick Studio Sketch Book 11'' × 8½’' or similar   

- Lead pencils 2B - 6B - 9B or more size selections if you have  

- Staedler Mars Plastic erasers, 2 small once or one large one  

- Sharpener 

- Vine charcoal box medium & a selection of soft charcoal 



 

- Chamois, a big one if you can find it...otherwise small works fine 

- Acrylic paint: Ivory Black or Carbon Black and Titanium White (I suggest Old Holland NEW Masters 250 ml jar or Golden 
Heavy Body 473 ml) Your preferred brand will do, just make sure it is not too runny! 

- Optional Acrylic Medium: GAC 100 GOLDEN acrylic primer & extender or Liquitex Matte Medium or similar in other 
brands 

- Brushes for Acrylic : 2 -3 medium sized round / flat  

- Large house painting brush flat (4-5 in / 10-12 cm wide) & 2-3 smaller once different sizes. You can use what you already 
have of brushes, but make sure you have one large house brush type 

- Paper plates for palettes 

- Rags / paper towels 

- Plastic jars ( 3-4) 

- Bucket for water 

- Optional : Artist Tape 

- Pushpins / razor blade for cutting paper 

- Drop cloth, an old sheet / towel  

- Staple gun 
 
School, Department & Class Policies  
Please refer to the Student Handbook for information regarding the School’s policies on academic integrity and 
plagiarism.  All students must abide by the general health and safety regulations laid out in the Student Handbook, as 
well as any specific instructions given by the Instructor(s). We expect excellent studio practice from all students.  This 
encompasses respect for models, fellow students and faculty.  
 
NYSS Student Conduct for Virtual Learning 
In order to maintain a virtual space wherein participants feel at ease to share and learn openly with one another, the 
New York Studio School prohibits participants in virtual classes from recording, taking screenshots, or otherwise copying 
any portion of New York Studio School’s online courses. While participants are free to share images of their own 
coursework, sharing or posting images or recordings from a virtual class on social media is prohibited without the 
consent of the instructor, models, and students from class. Course content is solely for registered students of the class 
and cannot be shared with others. By participating in virtual courses, students are aware that the New York Studio 
School may record and archive Zoom meetings, Padlet pages, and other content from the course.

 


