
 

 

 
 

Summer 2020 
Sculpture Marathon: Connection to Form 

 
Instructor:   John Erianne   
Class Hours:  9am-6pm  
Dates:   July 6-10 and July 13-17, 2020  
Contact Info:  jerianne@nyss.org 
Office Hours:  Monday – Wednesday, 8am-4pm  
 
Course Description 
This course will focus on the construction of sculpture and the nature of materials; not just HOW 
elements are put together but also WHY. We will investigate the relationships in the joinery of 
each piece and how these connections relate the form. We are not looking to “fabricate”, but 
rather to develop structured forms in which all parts have a role play; to trim the fat so that no 
element or connection is superfluous or decorative and therefore not “pure” form. There is then 
the obvious challenge, as with all sculpture, of how to put something together and make it 
stand. This is a task that on the surface seems more technical than artistic; however, the further 
and deeper we push the line between the two, and the ways in which they can be blended and 
eventually erased, we arrive at autonomous sculptural forms.   
 
Course Outline 
We will begin with small studies building up to a larger, more substantial sculpture. This work 
will primarily be abstract but very likely reference the figure. We will experiment with a variety of 
materials (wood, paper, plaster, and other, as well as the potential for some work with metal) and 
joining techniques as they apply to sculptural philosophies of space and form. There will also be 
periods of drawing as a way of understanding options to deconstruct the forms and consider 
potential future three dimensional constructions.  
 
Learning Outcomes  
At the completion of this course, students will have strengthened their construction abilities both 
technically and conceptually. Experimentation with new techniques, tools, and the limitations 
imposed by material principles will make for a truly valuable experience that can be carried on to 
their future projects. Through this minimalistic approach, students will enhance their assessments 
of space, weight, and form over ideas of decoration. 
 



 

 

Assessable Tasks  
During the first week students will be expected to complete one to two sculptural studies per 
day. These studies will be created from both a “still life” set-up and a model, however neither 
will be the focus of the work. This will primarily serve as a jump off point for progressing the work 
into abstraction. The second week students will work on a larger, potentially life-sized sculpture 
using ideas and techniques developed during the first week. Students will use this opportunity to 
expand on original, individualized concepts and complete the course with at least one to two 
fully realized sculptures. We will take several opportunities to discuss, as a group, ongoing 
projects during this time. 
 
Evaluation and Grading  
MFA students participating in this course will receive grades. Grading is on a High 
Pass/Pass/Low Performance/Fail basis.  To achieve a Pass grade, students must show 
commitment to the class by maintaining an acceptable attendance record, participate in class 
discussions, and fulfillment of assigned projects.  
 
Readings and Resources  
Handouts and readings will be distributed throughout class.  
 
Materials and supplies 
-Lumber (to be provided by NYSS)  
-Plaster (to be provided by NYSS)  
-Various hand tools (i.e. Saw, hammer, chisel, etc.)  
-Various wire, string, rope   
-Drawing materials (your preference: pencils, charcoal, other)  
-Other materials to be determined on an individual basis  
 
School, Department & Class Policies  
Please refer to the Student Handbook for information regarding the School’s policies on 
academic integrity and plagiarism.  All students must abide by the general health and safety 
regulations laid out in the Student Handbook, as well as any specific instructions given by the 
Instructor.  
 
 


