
 

 

 
 

Spring 2020 
Saturday Afternoon Drawing 

 
Instructor:   Carol Diamond   
Class Hours:   Saturday 2pm-6pm 
First Class:                  Saturday, February 8, 2020 
Last Class:  Saturday, April 18, 2020 
Contact Info:   see Program Office 
 
Course Description 
The goal of this drawing course is to provide an in-depth experience into the language of 
drawing, with focus on the human form. Students of any level will increase their understanding 
of two-dimensional pictorial space, drawing processes, and the figure as it exists in relationship 
to its environment. Working from close observation of the model in the interior studio setting, 
a rigorous use of sighting techniques will be employed to measure the figure’s proportions and 
location in space. This analytic process, along with expressiveness and energy result in a 
dynamic pictorial record, in other words, a “felt” drawing. Various media will be explored 
including charcoal, graphite, conte, ink, acrylic, and collage. References from art history as well 
as the vast and ever-changing art world around us in New York City will be discussed and 
relevant to our studio practice. 
 
Course Outline 
A model will be present for each session to excite and facilitate the drawing process. The 
course will be organized into three main drawing concepts: Spatial relationships, Form, and 
Tone. Each four-hour class session will be focused on aspects of visual language using 
techniques to make possible the translation of the 3-dimensional world into the 2-dimensional 
picture plane.  Gesture and Rhythm, Sighting and Measuring, Geometric principles, Proportion, 
Composition, and Light and Shadow are some topics that will be covered and reinforced 
through repeated practice. Short and long poses will demand the development of differing skill 
sets and allow for a variety of drawings to be produced during the course 
 
Learning Outcomes  
*   Students will significantly improve their ability to manifest personal and convincing        
figurative drawings. 
*  Students will understand that drawing is an act of translation, expression and analysis. 
* Students will gain confidence in the use of drawing tools, including: line, tone, spatial 

proportions and composition. 



 

 

 
* Students will begin to understand the figure as a reflection of the self, and each pose as a 

potential metaphor with deeper meaning or content. 
* Students will enhance their ability to view the world and view art with greater aesthetic 

sensitivity, seeing beyond appearances. 
* Students will develop vocabulary and verbal skills related to drawing processes, in order to 

respond to, analyze and communicate with others regarding the work being done in the 
studio setting and art they see in the world. 

 
Assessable Tasks  
Class work will be assessed by virtue of improvement through the course. Optional homework 
will be suggested as a way to practice and build on issues covered in each 4-hour session. 
 
Evaluation and Grading  
Grading is on a High Pass/Pass/Low Performance/Fail basis.  To achieve a Pass grade, students 
must exhibit focus and dedication to learning. Bring your creativity, skills and willingness to be 
open to new ideas, process and discipline. Each student learns at their own speed and 
according to their own level of experience. Individual sensibility is prized over style; how you 
see and learn to see, what is your touch and aesthetic connection to the model and the 
environment in front of you. 
 
Readings and Resources  
Books will be brought into the studio and shared in order to offer inspiration from great artists 
of the past, including writing, mainly by artists, about process and philosophical insight. 
 
Suggested optional readings include: 
Hans Hoffman  Search for the Real 
John Berger  Ways of Seeing 
Robert Henri  The Art Spirit 
James Lord A Giacommeti Portrait 
Lance Esplund  The Art of Looking 
Irving Sandler  The New York School 
 
Materials and supplies 
PAPER   

Newsprint pad 18”x24” 
Sketch paper 18” x 24” pad 70 to 90 lb. drawing paper such as Strathmore series 300 
or 400 or equivalent  
11” x 14” (optional) 
6”x8” (approximately) black cover sketchbook, for notes and thumbnails etc. 
Watercolor or multi-media pad any size between 11”x14” and 18”x24” 

DRAWING MEDIA 
    CHARCOAL     



 

 

 Charcoal pencils 
 Compressed, pack of 2 or 4, medium or soft preferable. General’s brand is good or 
others 
 Vine or Willow, box or individual sticks, soft or medium grade, Medium to large size, not 
thin (the very skinny sticks break easily) 
 Conte sticks red and/or brown (sanguine), white, (they come in single sticks or pack of 
2/4)) 
 1 Stick of soft white pastel  

PENCILS      
Variety set is good, or singles from 2H, HB, 2B,4B, or similar 
graphite stick or woodless pencil (optional)     

PENS   
Choose 2 or 3 types of BLACK pens that you like; ball point, brush pen, microns, 
sharpies, etc.  

INK 
 one bottle black ink and second color of choice or brown. 

BRUSHES  
   Small (cheap) set watercolor/acrylic brushes 
          1 larger size brush- approximately 1”, acrylic (or hardware style) 
    PAINT- Acrylic 
           8 oz tube Black,  
 8 oz White  
 4 oz tube Burnt Umber  
 
Misc. (Mandatory): 
Erasers: kneaded and hard vinyl 
CHAMOIS CLOTH 
Portfolio bag optional- good for carrying 
and protecting supplies 
DRAWING BOARD, masonite (or foam core 
board) to fit 18”x24” pad 
EXACTO knife 

scissors   
small palette knife       
Folder for handouts and notes 
MASKING TAPE 
DRAWING BOX or case, (anything you like 
to hold charcoals, etc.) 
CLIPS 

 
School, Department & Class Policies  
Please refer to the Student Handbook for information regarding the School’s policies on 
academic integrity and plagiarism.  All students must abide by the general health and safety 
regulations laid out in the Student Handbook, as well as any specific instructions given by the 
Instructor.  


