
 
 

Summer 2019 
Sculpture Marathon: Bruce Gagnier 

 
Instructor:   Bruce Gagnier   
Class Hours:   9am-1pm ; 2pm-6pm 
Dates:    June 3 – June 14, 2019 (no classes on the weekend) 
Contact Info:  Program office 
Office Hours:   by appointment 
 
Course Description 
Drawing and modeling in clay are practiced from the live model to learn the abstractions of the 
plastic idea. Knowledge of how to describe the human figure is practiced in relation to this 
goal. The elements of the clay sketch as seen in classic examples from the past are studied in 
relation to technique and spontaneity as well as vision. The form qualities of the human are 
discussed in response to the experience of the human figure in various poses. Drawing is 
practiced in the short sketch and the sustained sketch.  
 
Course Outline 
The technique of modeling small sketches in clay from perception of the human figure is taught 
for four of the eight hours a day divided into two sessions.  The sessions are four hours long. 
The first two hours are devoted to drawing from the model.  Some of the work in clay is kept  
for firing in the kiln. Power point presentations and visits to the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
will help students relate their studies to the tactile language of modeling in clay as seen in the 
masters.  
 
Learning Outcomes  
The objective of this course is to internalize the patterns and ideas of plasticity through 
experience. The finishing of stylized work is not emphasized. The development of a  
consciousness and conscience for plastic form is the goal.  
 
Assessable Tasks  
Throughout the Marathon, students will both draw (with charcoal and pencils) and create small 
sketches in clay through observation of the human figure. Select works in clay will be fired as 
finished pieces over the course of the two weeks. There will be a group of visiting instructors to 
provide alternate versions of how to approach the task.   
 
 



Evaluation and Grading  
Grading is on a High Pass/Pass/Low Performance/Fail basis.  To achieve a Pass grade, students 
must demonstrate perceived awareness of form in drawing and sculpture in relation to 
experience. Student work made each day of the Marathon, in the form of both drawing and 
sculpture, will be the basis for demonstrating this awareness.  
 
Readings and Resources  
Readings will be recommended during the class reviews and as part of the power point 
presentations throughout the progression of the Marathon. 
 
Materials and supplies 
Sculpture: 

• Tools to begin with include: a small knife and one or two basic sculpture tools.    
• Clay will be provided by the New York Studio School. 
• The Instructor will provide a cutting wire. 
• Please bring this good inexpensive clay tool set:  Ali express – five-piece bamboo 

handle clay scraper $ 6.41 
Drawing:   

• 3 or 4   14 X 17 “Strathmore smooth drawing pads (brown cover) from Blick or Jerry’s. 
• Dry (secca) red chalk pencils (cretacolor) or cretacolor dry leads and a holder.  
• A soft eraser (cretacolor or Utrecht oval)  5b pencils. 

 
School, Department & Class Policies  
Please refer to the Student Handbook for information regarding the School’s policies on 
academic integrity and plagiarism.  All students must abide by the general health and safety 
regulations laid out in the Student Handbook, as well as any specific instructions given by the 
Instructor. We expect excellent studio practice from all students.  This encompasses respect for 
models, fellow students and faculty.  The concentration of fellow students must always be 
respected, therefore, in the atelier, students should not talk loudly, nor should they have music 
players of any kind and all telephones must be turned off. 
 


